Sulfation of endogenous compounds and xenobiotics--interactions and function in health and disease.
Sulfation is a major detoxication mechanism for endogenous compounds and xenobiotics performed by a family of sulfotransferase isoenzymes. Understanding the normal cellular functions of these different sulfotransferases and the way in which endogenous and exogenous factors are able to influence their activity and expression will provide us with the information necessary to develop novel therapeutic strategies for conditions where sulfation may be implicated. This concept is discussed and is illustrated by examples including adverse drug reactions, fetal development and cancer.